
before it will be released  
from quarantine and 
considered safe to resume 
normal activity. For pets 
that are not current on 
vaccination and bitten by a 
wild animal, quarantine 
lasts 6 months and rabies 
vaccination is administered 
as soon as possible post-
exposure.  

 

When can you start the 
vaccination process? 
Rabies vaccinations are a 
core vaccination, and it is 
approved for application in 
dogs and cats after they 
reach 12 weeks of age.  
Because rabies is such a 
dangerous disease to 
humans, vaccination is 
required by law! The state 
of Florida requires each 
dog, cat, and ferrets over 
the age of four months 
receives a rabies vaccine. 
In Pinellas County it is also  
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and excessive drooling, 
and eventually death. 
Sadly, there is no cure for 
rabies. However, there is 
an easy way to protect you 
and your loved ones from 
experiencing this 
heartache: Vaccination!  

 

Why should you 
vaccinate your pet 
against rabies?  

There is no 
definitive test for infection 
in live animals. If a 
vaccinated dog, cat, or 
ferret bites a person, that 
pet must be quarantined 
for 10 days and re-
examined by a 
veterinarian or animal  

 
 
 

What is Rabies and Why 
Should I Vaccinate My 

Pet? 

 Rabies is a life 
threatening, but 
preventable, viral 
neurologic disease that 
affects cats, dogs, and 
even humans! The virus 
that causes the disease is 
transmitted through saliva 
in the bite of an infected 
mammal animal. While it 
typically takes 1-5 days to 
show clinical signs of 
infection, in some cases 
symptoms may not 
become evident for up to a 
year. Wildlife is a main 
reservoir of disease, which 
means that if you receive 
visits from raccoons in 
your back yard or have 
bats in your belfry, your 
pets (and your family) may 
be at risk. Surprisingly, 
cats are the most 
commonly affected pet 
species in America.  

What symptoms will an 
affected animal exhibit?     

Signs of rabies 
infection include 
aggression, disorientation, 
or even muscle paralysis  

By: Ashley Shaw, D.V.M. 
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https://www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB3GIAgrTPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB3GIAgrTPE


Rabies Cont’d 

required that these pets are 
licensed with the county. 
We provide 1 year rabies 
vaccines for puppy and 
kitten initial rabies vaccine 
and recommended the 3 
year rabies vaccine 
triennially thereafter. At 
Animal Hospital of 
Dunedin, we love our 
patients and we will always 
be happy to discuss vaccine 
protocols and what is most 
appropriate for your fur-
babies.  

Fun fact: The rabies 
exposure risk for 
veterinarians is over 300 
times that of the general 
population! 

 

CDC guidelines for rabies 
exposure in humans 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Pawsitive Press Page 2 

National Vet Tech Week!  

Help us celebrate our wonderful technicians during tech week!  
Veterinary technicians are critical to the day-to-day function of veterinary 
practices, and play vital roles in preserving animal health and welfare. 
National Veterinary Technician Week provides an opportunity to recognize 
veterinary technicians’ contributions. 
 

We value veterinary technicians every day of the year and thank them 
for all they do. During National Veterinary Technician Week, we honor their 
commitment to compassionate, high-quality veterinary care for all animals. If 
you get a chance to stop by during Tech Week, be sure to let the techs know 
how much you appreciate their help and dedication. 
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Animal Hospital of 
Dunedin 
1355 Pinehurst Rd 
Dunedin, FL 34698 

Phone:  727-733-9351 
Fax:       727-733-8165 
E-mail:   
 
 
 

 

“Caring for pets with 
love and kindness” 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ahofd.com 

 

AnimalHospitalofDunedin@gmail.com 

http://www.ahofd.com/
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